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‘Restorative Justice Week 2023’ takes place
between 19-25 November.  This year’s theme
is ‘Inspiring Innovation: Moving Restorative

Justice from Margin to Mainstream’. 
This highlights the continuing relevance of

Restorative Justice as a versatile tool to
repair harm and resolve conflicts. This year

we want to encourage and empower young
people to use their voice to speak about and

campaign for topics that mean something
to them!

Restorative justice can be described as a theoretical model as
well as a practical approach to repairing harm and empowering
communities.

It is an ethos which guides our relationships, practices, and
encounters:

"Restorative Justice is an ethos with practical goals, among which
is to restore harm by including affected parties in a (direct or
indirect) encounter and a process of understanding through
voluntary and honest dialogue. Restorative justice adopts a fresh
approach to conflicts and their control, retaining at the same
time certain rehabilitative goals" 

Theo Gavrielides (RJ4All Founder and Director)

NOTICE!!!!



Generally, the practice of Restorative Justice is referred
to as an alternative to the traditional criminal justice

system which typically prioritises punishment.
Restorative Justice aims to prioritise repairing harm. It

involves bringing the individuals affected by a crime
(the victim/s, offender/s and the community) together

to address the wrongdoing and repair meaningful
relationships through open communication,

accountability and collaborative decision-making.  

Criminologist, John Braithwaite believed the most
important part of using restorative justice is “hearing
the stories of those who have been harmed, because

emotional restoration is seen as a key element in
justice done” (Braithwaite, 2000).

However, restorative justice can play a vital role beyond the
criminal justice system. As a holistic approach restorative
justice address the broader context of harm in relation to
individual relationships, the community and society as a whole.
Using Restorative Justice in a broader context makes it
applicable to use in schools, workplaces and communities. It
can be used as a tool to address the harm between people
within a community and also address harm imposed onto
communities. Thus, in a holistic sense, Restorative Justice can
be a bottom-up approach used to promote systemic change
by empowering communities through community-led
initiatives.

Braithwaite, J. (2000). ‘Decomposing a Holistic Vision of Restorative Justice’, Contemporary Justice Review
Vol.34(4), pg.433-440
RJC, ‘What is Restorative Justice?’, https://restorativejustice.org.uk/what-restorative-justice 



Campaigns addressing important issues,
(whether though protesting, raising
awareness, volunteering etc.),  can embrace
the principles of restorative justice. We do not
only need to speak on behalf of, but can also
involve and listen to the communities we are
campaigning for. Here’s what we can do: 

PROMOTING EDUCATION AND
AWARENESS OF AN ISSUE
LISTENING TO THE PERSONAL
STORIES AND TESTIMONIES OF
THOSE IMPACTED BY AN ISSUE,
ADVOCATING AND PARTNERING
WITH OTHER ORGANISATIONS,
COMMUNITIES, AND INDIVIDUALS
WHO HAVE REAL EXPERIENCE
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT –
HAVE CONVERSATIONS AND
EMPOWER COMMUNITY MEMBERS
TO EXPRESS THEIR VIEWS.

HOW
CAN WE
USE  RJ 4
CHANGE?



Using all these methods, the goal of campaigning
should be to deeply understand the problem, what
harm has been faced, how that harm impacts the

community and what changes need to be made to
truly make a difference in the lives of those impacted.

New Zealand Family Group Conferences 
Restorative Justice in Schools in the UK
Restorative Justice Practices in the
Workplace 
Restorative Environmental Justice 
Community Building
Restorative Justice in Healthcare
Practices

Real World Examples of Restorative
Justice: 

https://www.justice.govt.nz/assets/Restorative-Justice-Practice-Framework-August-2019.pdf
https://www.justice.govt.nz/assets/Restorative-Justice-Practice-Framework-August-2019.pdf
http://www.restorativejustice4schools.co.uk/wp/?page_id=45
https://www.pathways2rc.com/news/2021/7/20/restorative-practices-in-the-workplace
https://www.pathways2rc.com/news/2021/7/20/restorative-practices-in-the-workplace
https://www.pathways2rc.com/news/2021/7/20/restorative-practices-in-the-workplace
https://www.euforumrj.org/sites/default/files/2020-05/EFRJ_Thematic_Brief_Restorative_Environmental_Justice.pdf
https://www.euforumrj.org/sites/default/files/2020-05/EFRJ_Thematic_Brief_Restorative_Environmental_Justice.pdf
https://www.rj4all.info/current-projects
https://www.hsib.org.uk/news-and-events/integrating-restorative-justice-into-patient-safety-investigation/
https://www.hsib.org.uk/news-and-events/integrating-restorative-justice-into-patient-safety-investigation/


01.

A: Restorative justice is an
approach to addressing harm
and conflict that focuses on
repairing relationships and
restoring the well-being of
those affected, It can involve
bringing together the
victim(s), offender(s) and the
community to address harm . 

WHAT IS
RESTORATIVE
JUSTICE?

02.

Dialogue, 
Accountability, 
Power Sharing, 
Inclusivity, 
Repairing Harm, 
Collaborative
Decision-Making.

A: They are: 

WHAT ARE
THE KEY
PRINCIPLES
OF RJ?

03.

A: This can be done
through raising awareness,
understanding and
listening to marginalised
communities, and
advocating for the use of
Restorative Justice
practices at local political
levels.

HOW CAN WE
USE RJ TO
EMPOWER
COMMUNITIES

FAQS



RJ4All Postcode Project - join the mission
of building the first Restorative Justice
postcode

Restorative Justice Council  - Become a
member:
https://restorativejustice.org.uk/restorativ
e-justice-council-membership 

Different ways to get involved:

ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES

https://www.rj4all.info/RJpostcode
https://restorativejustice.org.uk/about-rjc
https://restorativejustice.org.uk/about-rjc


CRITICAL ISSUES IN RESTORATIVE JUSTICE BY BARB

TOEWS AND HOWARD ZEHR

DOING DEMOCRACY WITH CIRCLES BY JENNIFER

BALL, WAYNE CALDWELL & KAY PRANIS

RETURNING TO THE TEACHINGS: EXPLORING

ABORIGINAL JUSTICE BY RUPERT ROSS

HANDBOOK OF RESTORATIVE JUSTICE: A GLOBAL

PERSPECTIVE (ROUTLEDGE INTERNATIONAL

HANDBOOKS) BY DENNIS SULLIVAN AND LARRY TIFFT 

INTRODUCING RESTORATIVE JUSTICE ART: FOUR

STEPS TO RESTORING MENTAL HEALTH BY THEO

GAVRIELIDES

PEACEMAKING CIRCELS: FROM CONFLICT TO

COMMUNITY BY KAY PRANIS, BARRY STEWART, AND

MARK WEDGE 

RACE, POWER AND RESTORATION: THE RESTORATIVE

DIALOGUE WE WILL NOT HAVE BY THEO GAVRIELIDES

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE AND RESPONSIVE

REGULATION BY JOHN BRAITHWAITE 

CRAWFORD, A., & NEWBURN, T. (2013). YOUTH

OFFENDING AND RESTORATIVE JUSTICE. ROUTLEDGE.

CHAPTERS 2 & 3.

LEARN
MORE!!
BOOKS

https://www.rienner.com/title/Critical_Issues_in_Restorative_Justice
https://www.rienner.com/title/Critical_Issues_in_Restorative_Justice
https://www.amazon.com/Doing-Democracy-Circles-Engaging-Communities/dp/0972188665
https://www.amazon.com/Doing-Democracy-Circles-Engaging-Communities/dp/0972188665
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Returning-Teachings-Exploring-Aboriginal-Justice/dp/0143055593
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Returning-Teachings-Exploring-Aboriginal-Justice/dp/0143055593
https://biblio.co.uk/book/handbook-restorative-justice-global-perspective-routledge/d/1468592471?aid=frg&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAx_GqBhBQEiwAlDNAZh0Whhime5QBmjZdIZ3mSQrdMJFXzFAOMG1klm_LMFdtRVNigzRaKxoCRvUQAvD_BwE
https://biblio.co.uk/book/handbook-restorative-justice-global-perspective-routledge/d/1468592471?aid=frg&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAx_GqBhBQEiwAlDNAZh0Whhime5QBmjZdIZ3mSQrdMJFXzFAOMG1klm_LMFdtRVNigzRaKxoCRvUQAvD_BwE
https://biblio.co.uk/book/handbook-restorative-justice-global-perspective-routledge/d/1468592471?aid=frg&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAx_GqBhBQEiwAlDNAZh0Whhime5QBmjZdIZ3mSQrdMJFXzFAOMG1klm_LMFdtRVNigzRaKxoCRvUQAvD_BwE
https://www.rj4allpublications.com/product/rjart/#:~:text=The%20e%2Dbook%20includes%20images,effect%20and%20restoration%20through%20art.
https://www.rj4allpublications.com/product/rjart/#:~:text=The%20e%2Dbook%20includes%20images,effect%20and%20restoration%20through%20art.
https://www.rj4allpublications.com/product/rjart/#:~:text=The%20e%2Dbook%20includes%20images,effect%20and%20restoration%20through%20art.
https://livingjusticepress.org/product/peacemaking-circles-from-conflict-to-community/
https://livingjusticepress.org/product/peacemaking-circles-from-conflict-to-community/
https://livingjusticepress.org/product/peacemaking-circles-from-conflict-to-community/
https://livingjusticepress.org/product/peacemaking-circles-from-conflict-to-community/
https://www.routledge.com/Power-Race-and-Justice-The-Restorative-Dialogue-We-Will-Not-Have/Gavrielides/p/book/9781032047638
https://www.routledge.com/Power-Race-and-Justice-The-Restorative-Dialogue-We-Will-Not-Have/Gavrielides/p/book/9781032047638
http://johnbraithwaite.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Restorative-Justice-and-Responsive-regulation-book.pdf
http://johnbraithwaite.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Restorative-Justice-and-Responsive-regulation-book.pdf
http://johnbraithwaite.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Restorative-Justice-and-Responsive-regulation-book.pdf


GAVRIELIDES, T. (2008). RESTORATIVE JUSTICE—THE

PERPLEXING CONCEPT: CONCEPTUAL FAULTLINES

AND POWER BATTLES WITHIN THE RESTORATIVE

JUSTICE MOVEMENT. CRIMINOLOGY & CRIMINAL

JUSTICE, 8(2), 165-183. 

BLAGG, H., & ANTHONY, T. (2019). RESTORATIVE

JUSTICE OR INDIGENOUS JUSTICE? IN DECOLONISING

CRIMINOLOGY (PP. 133-152). PALGRAVE MACMILLAN,

LONDON

FINDLAY, M. (1998). DECOLONISING RESTORATION

AND JUSTICE. CURRENT ISSUES IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE,

10(1), 85-88. 

ROCHE, D. (2003). ACCOUNTABILITY IN RESTORATIVE

JUSTICE. OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS.

ARTICLES

LEARN
MORE!!

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1748895808088993
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1748895808088993
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1748895808088993
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1748895808088993
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1748895808088993
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1748895808088993
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1057/978-1-137-53247-3_6
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1057/978-1-137-53247-3_6
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1057/978-1-137-53247-3_6
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1057/978-1-137-53247-3_6
https://ink.library.smu.edu.sg/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3964&context=sol_research
https://ink.library.smu.edu.sg/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3964&context=sol_research
https://ink.library.smu.edu.sg/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3964&context=sol_research
https://ink.library.smu.edu.sg/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3964&context=sol_research


MIERS, D. R. (2001). AN INTERNATIONAL REVIEW OF

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE (NO. 10). HOME OFFICE. 

ROSSNER, M., & BRUCE, J. (2016). COMMUNITY

PARTICIPATION IN RESTORATIVE JUSTICE: RITUALS,

REINTEGRATION, AND QUASI-PROFESSIONALIZATION.

VICTIMS & OFFENDERS, 11(1), 107-125. 

LODI, E., PERRELLA, L., LEPRI, G. L., SCARPA, M. L., &

PATRIZI, P. (2021). USE OF RESTORATIVE JUSTICE AND

RESTORATIVE PRACTICES AT SCHOOL: A SYSTEMATIC

LITERATURE REVIEW. INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF

ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH AND PUBLIC HEALTH,

19(1), 96.

GAVRIELIDES T. (2014). “BRINGING RACE RELATIONS

INTO THE RESTORATIVE JUSTICE DEBATE”. VOL. 45:

NO. 3, JOURNAL OF BLACK STUDIES, PP. 216-246.

GAVRIELIDES, T. (2012). CONTEXTUALIZING

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE FOR HATE CRIME. JOURNAL OF

INTERPERSONAL VIOLENCE, 27(18), 3624-3643.

HTTPS://DOI.ORG/10.1177/0886260512447575

ARTICLES

LEARN
MORE!!

https://restorativejustice.org.uk/sites/default/files/resources/files/An%20International%20Review%20of%20Restorative%20Justice.pdf
https://restorativejustice.org.uk/sites/default/files/resources/files/An%20International%20Review%20of%20Restorative%20Justice.pdf
https://restorativejustice.org.uk/sites/default/files/resources/files/An%20International%20Review%20of%20Restorative%20Justice.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15564886.2015.1125980
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15564886.2015.1125980
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15564886.2015.1125980
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15564886.2015.1125980
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15564886.2015.1125980
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/19/1/96
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/19/1/96
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/19/1/96
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/19/1/96
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/19/1/96
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/19/1/96
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0021934714526042
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0021934714526042
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0886260512447575?journalCode=jiva
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0886260512447575?journalCode=jiva
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0886260512447575?journalCode=jiva
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0886260512447575?journalCode=jiva


a) Punishment
b) Restoration
c) Revenge
d) Deterrence

1) WHAT IS THE MAIN
FOCUS OF RJ?

a)  Exclusion
b) Retribution
c) Dialogue
d) Punishment

2) WHICH OF THE
FOLLOWING IS A KEY
PRINCIPLE OF RJ?

a) Only the offender
b) Only the victim
c) Only the community
d) Offender, victim, and
sometimes the community

4) WHAT DISTINGUISHES
RJ FROM TRADITIONAL
PUNITIVE APPROACHES?

TEST
YOURSELF

3) IN RJ, WHO ARE THE
PRIMARY STAKEHOLDERS
INVOLVED IN THE
RESOLUTION PROCESS?

a)  Focus on punishment
b) Focus on repairing harm and
restoring relationships
c) Strict adherence to legal
procedures
d) Exclusion of victims from the
process

5) WHICH RJ PROCESS
INVOLVES BRINGING
TOGETHER INDIVIDUALS
IN A STRUCTURED
CONVERSATION TO
DISCUSS THE IMPACT OF
A WRONGDOING?

a) Punishment
b) Retribution
c) Circles
d) Exclusion

Answers: b) Restoration, c) Dialogue, d) Offender, victim, and sometimes the community, b) Focus on
repairing harm and restoring relationships, c) Circles



Restorative justice is a useful
approach to achieving these
objectives because it
emphasises the importance
of personal responsibility
and creates a common
understanding of how harm
can be repaired, and justice
achieved. In this way,
restorative justice
empowers young people by
providing them with the
opportunity to actively
engage with their
community.

PROTECTING
YOUNG PEOPLE'S
RIGHTS

Children should learn
from their mistakes
The best interests of the
child and child-friendly
procedures are a primary
focus
Special attention should
be paid to the
development, personal
responsibility and evolving
capacities of children
Diversion is to be used
where possible, i.e.
avoiding the criminal
process
Re-integration of the child
back into society is the
main goal

The UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child (1989), on
children's rights in the child
justice system state that:

 

RJ 4 
YOUTH



HOW CAN RJ
EMPOWER YOUNG
PEOPLE?

Because restorative justice
takes a holistic approach
to offending and seeks to
remedy harm, this
approach can be more
empowering for young
people compared to the
traditional approach to
offending in the criminal
justice system.

PREVENTING
FURTHER HARM AND
RE-OFFENDING

Because a primary focus of
restorative justice
approaches involves
addressing harm and
restoring a balance, this
approach can be beneficial
for young people because of
its ability to prevent potential
re-offending. The statistics
support that victims also
enjoy greater participation
under this model, with 85%
who take part satisfied with
the process. In this way,
restorative justice
approaches can create
effective intervention and
mitigation, and prevent
young people from
becoming further involved in
offending and the criminal
justice system.



The main aim of restorative justice is to create the
possibility for the harm doer and the one who is
harmed to meet or to share information in order to
see if a balance can be restored and if they can make
plans for the future. The focus on harm and undoing
injustice is especially important for children and
adolescents. In cases of children in conflict with the
law, restorative justice interventions are to be
prioritised with a focus on reintegration, support and
empowerment. By facilitating dialogue between the
two parties, restorative justice provides young
people with a unique opportunity to share their
perspectives, feelings and thoughts. In this way,
young people can take a more active role in harm
reduction than through a traditional court process of
punishment.

GIVING YOUNG PEOPLE A
VOICE



FRED campaign
#iwill Movement
UK Youth
Coram
Youth Access
Campaign Against Living Miserably (CALM)
https://www.iprt.ie/restorative-justice/
https://restorativejustice.org.uk/sites/default/files/re
sources/files/kn1b_info_packs%20%282%29%20yot.p
df
https://why-me.org/our-work/our-
projects/improving-restorative-practice-for-young-
people/
https://www.euforumrj.org/en/restorative-justice-
and-child-justice
https://www.cps.gov.uk/legal-guidance/restorative-
justice
https://www.cycj.org.uk/what-we-do/restorative-
justice/
https://www.mdpi.com/2075-471X/11/4/60
https://amp.theguardian.com/society/2014/sep/17/re
storative-justice-young-offenders-crime 

YOUTH 
CAMPAIGNING
ORGANISATIONS

https://www.fredcampaign.org/
https://www.iwill.org.uk/
https://www.ukyouth.org/
https://www.coram.org.uk/
https://www.youthaccess.org.uk/our-work
https://www.thecalmzone.net/


CLAY WORKSHOP
Engages youth in a hands-on and visually
expressive exploration of restorative
justice.
Encourages creative thinking and
symbolic representation of abstract
concepts.
Fosters a sense of community through
collaborative art creation.
Facilitates meaningful dialogue and
reflection on personal and collective
values.

Expose viewers to diverse perspectives
and raise awareness about social,
cultural, environmental, or justice-
related issues.
After screenings, discussions allow
individuals to share thoughts, ask
questions, and exchange ideas,
promoting critical thinking.
The combination of visuals, audio, and
storytelling in documentaries has a
strong impact on memory retention.

DOCUMENTARY/FILM
SCREENING

ACTIVITIES

Promotes active participation, critical
thinking, and creativity.
Fosters empathy and a deeper
understanding of restorative justice
principles.
Provides a safe space for participants to
explore and express their perspectives.
Encourages collaborative problem-solving
and community engagement.

THEATRE WORKSHOP

IDEAS TO ENGAGE WITH COMMUNITIES



ART/GRAFITTI
WORKSHOPS

Graffiti art often takes place in public
spaces, fostering a sense of community
engagement and shared creativity among
participants.
Creating graffiti art can empower
individuals by giving them a sense of
agency and a voice to communicate their
thoughts, feelings, and perspectives.
Graffiti workshops can be particularly
effective in engaging and empowering
youth, providing them with a positive outlet
for self-expression and creativity.

Discussion circles provide a structured and
safe space for open dialogue, allowing
participants to express their thoughts, feelings,
and experiences related to restorative justice.
Discussion circles contribute to community
building by fostering a sense of connection
and shared understanding among
participants, creating a supportive
environment.
Participants engage in critical thinking as they
discuss restorative justice principles, exploring
different viewpoints and considering the
complexities of implementing these practices.

DISCUSSION CIRCLE

ACTIVITIES

Storytelling allows for the exploration of
restorative justice principles within
diverse narratives, helping participants
see the potential applications in various
real-life scenarios.
Puppetry and storytelling are versatile
tools suitable for participants of all ages,
making restorative justice education
inclusive and engaging for diverse age
groups.

PUPPETRY &
STORYTELLING

IDEAS TO ENGAGE WITH COMMUNITIES



About the Youth
Management Board 

The youth management board is an
independent panel of young people
aged 15-25 who are responsible for

ensuring that the interests and views of
young people are reflected in RJ4All as

an organisation. 

The Board work together to oversee publications on the
FRED website, where young people can write about the

issues that matter most to them
https://www.fredcampaign.org/ 

They are also responsible for organising outreach
community projects that promote social justice in

schools, universities and the wider community

You can find out more about the current
members of the youth management board by

clicking on the link!
https://www.fredcampaign.org/meet-the-youth-

management-board/

https://www.fredcampaign.org/
https://www.fredcampaign.org/meet-the-youth-management-board/
https://www.fredcampaign.org/meet-the-youth-management-board/
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Restorative Justice
for All CIC Institute
30 Plough Way,
London SE16 2LJ

https://www.fredcampaign.org/

Email: admin@rj4all.org

Phone: 07708 758600

Supported by


